Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
A happy new year to you all. 
There's many tempting events and learning opportunities to enjoy on a dark winter's evening. We'll also be having a couple of Forum events - looking at deer management for our March seminar, and visiting the Woodland Trust Ledmore and Migdale reserve with the invasive species forum - details in the next newsletter.
There's interesting articles about a number of Highland community woods in the CWA newsletter - attached. You can find out more about them via their website.
Consultations
· Developing with Nature - Draft NatureScot guidance as part of National Planning Framework 4. Consultation extended until 4 March 2022 

· An updated marine litter strategy for Scotland. Closes 22nd March

News
· Assynt Foundation and Woodland Trust Scotland Announce Historic 30-Year Partnership
· Scotland's target of 100% electricity generated from renewables missed and a fact check linked to this can be seen here
· Nature fund celebrates ‘1,500 football fields’ of new and improved habitats in Scotland
· Ground-breaking Scottish project to reduce marine animal entanglement in creel fishing gear 

· Scottish government wins appeal on creel fishing ruling
· ‘Booster’ project will protect Scotland’s red squirrels for another two years 

· Nature COP is next big chance to save the planet  

· Government stands firm against call to ban woodcock shooting 

· Climate crisis: Scottish councils sending more waste to incinerators
Reports
· Native Woodland of Scotland Survey - website map viewer updated 

· Soil Carbon and Forestry Practice in Scotland: how do forest managers see it? Forest Policy Group
Research
· Breakthrough in separating plastic waste: Machines can distinguish 12 different types of plastic
· Alarming decline in small mammals in the UK
Funding
· North Highland Initiative:  Community Infrastructure Support Programme up to £1K - and keen to encourage biodiversity/sustainability work 

· Sea-Changers Coastal Fountain Fund for installing water bottle filling fountains. Up to £2K. Closing date 13th Feb
Blogs
· ‘A rickle of stones. A name on a map’: The Place-names of Assynt
· Getting the balance right between trees, woodland and agricultural land Fiona Holmes, Agriculture Officer, CNPA
· Plastic@Bay CIC in 2021-things in motion 

· Romany Garnett shares some of the work she's been involved in as John Muir Trust Quinag Conservation Officer
Jobs
· RSPB Community Information and Tourism Officer, Islay Reserves, 7.5 month contract. Closing date 16 Jan 2022
· SWT Handa Island Ranger, 6-month contract.Closing date 17 Jan 2022 

· Scottish Invasive Species Initiative, Volunteer and Communications Officer. Contract to October 2022. Closing date 23rd January 

· Seasonal Ranger - Forestry and Land Scotland (5 posts). Closing date 23rd January 

· RSPB, Nature and Wellbeing Project Manager. 12-month contract Closing date 26th January
· Cairngorms National Park Authority, Volunteering Manager. Contract to May 2023. Closing date 31 January
Events
Inverness N4H Nature Walks for Wellbeing in Jan and Feb - poster attached.

· 12 Jan @ 19.00, Scotland's Killer Whales, Hebridean Whale Trail 

· 13 Jan @ 19.30 Raptors of Skye and Lochalsh, by Bob McMillan. Email environment@sleat.org.uk for the zoom link. Poster attached. 

· 13 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.00, Hedgehogs in the Highlands: where have they gone? 

· 20 Jan @ 12.00 - 12.30, EBNet: Biological and Technological Solutions to Microplastic Pollution 

· 20 Jan @ 19.30 - 21.00 Biodiversity for all: the North East Scotland Biodiversity Partnership 

· 20 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.00 Climate, Planning and Communities Webinar with APRS An introduction to how the new Scottish planning regulations might help tackle the climate emergency and how local communities can engage with the planning system, from the Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland
· 21 and 27 Jan @ 12.30 - 13.30 Environmental Standards Scotland information sessions 21st - community groups and members of the public, 27th - anyone
· 22 Jan and 26 Feb Introduction to Seed Saving in Scotland, The Gaia Foundation

February
Spring into action with Plantlife - lots of plant-related talks and webinars throughout February

· 8 Feb @ 19.00, A Pine Marten's Year, High Life Highland Countryside Rangers 

· 26 Feb Introduction to Seed Saving in Scotland, The Gaia Foundation

· 29 Feb @ 09.00 - 14.00, Practical Skills Solutions for a Changing Climate, Lantra Scotland

April
· 1 April @ 13.00 to 14.00 Polling the Pollinators: Taking part in the UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme
May
· 1-30th May (mondays - afternoon or evening), Discovering iRecord: Butterflies & Moths
With regards,
 
Caroline
